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Round 4 Donington WSBK 
 
For round 4 we headed for Donington Park to support the 
World Superbike Series. This was a championship round for us 
so it was just as important as any BSB weekend. 
 
Our schedule was only planned over 2 
days, Saturday and Sunday, with one free practice and one 
qualifying which then lead to the one race that we had on 
Sunday morning at 10:20 A.M.  
 
Free Practice- we 
had to wait all day 
until 4:30 for this 
session so it gave us 
plenty of time to 
come up with a plan 
to make sure we 
could get the most 
out of the session as 
possible.  The plan for this 30 minute session was to complete 
a race distance which was 12 laps. This would give us an 
idea and understanding of how the bike felt on used tyres 
and it would also highlight areas of improvement. After 5 laps 
in there was few things that I had discovered, the main thing 
being rear edge grip. Doing this race distance also gave me 
a chance to learn how to adapt and ride through these little 
issues if I was to ever come across them in a race. After 12 
laps I entered the pits with 8 minutes of the session remaining, 
therefore I prioritised the Main issue and we made a quick 
change for me to try and give some feedback on, this would 
then give us some direction on the set up for the qualifying. 
My best lap time for this session was a 1:35:4. 
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Qualifying- only 1 hour 20 
minutes between free 
practice and qualifying 
meant it was a quick 
turnaround. With 30 
minutes for the qualifying 
session I had to post one 
quick lap time as that’s is 
all that matters, putting 
everything into one lap to 

try and get that perfect lap is crucial and can play a big 
part for the race. In addition, for this session we could use 
two new rear tyres within our tyre allocation so this meant I 
could have two good goes at getting a hot lap in. We 
planned to come in with 15 minutes of the session remaining, 
this gave my crew enough time to change the rear wheel 
and for me to have a quick chat with my suspension 
technician. After my first stint on the new tyre I posted a lap 
time of 1:34:6 which put on the front row in the early stages. 
Then after a 3 minute stop for the final rear tyre it left me with 
12 minutes to put my best lap together. I had to put 
everything into one lap and hit all my markers. I posted a 
time of 1:34:1 which put my 6th fastest in qualifying but only 
0.3 off of pole position. 
The front end of the 
bike felt great but the 
rear end in the fast 
corners just needed 
some more edge grip, 
meaning more grip on 
the side of the tyre. 
This is something my 
suspension technician 
Garry could sort no 
problem.  
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Race- starting from 6th meant I had to have strong start and 
get my elbows out. 
 
As the lights went out I 
got an amazing jump 
and charged into turn 1 
in 2nd. At turn 5 
(McLean’s) I made a 
pass for the lead and 
then put the hammer 
down. Making a gap was crucial for the opening laps as it 
would mean I could keep clean and out the way of the 
mayhem. I lead the opening 4 laps and the bike was feeling 
great. Lap 5, someone made the pass for the lead on me 
and I definitely wasn't going to give in and we had a good 
battle for a couple laps passing each other every other 
corner. On lap 7 heading in to the final turn I couldn't get it 
into gear, I ran wide and lost lots of time. For the remaining 5 
laps this became an issue over 50% of the lap loosing many 
seconds every time. When the flag came out I finished in 3rd. 
Although it was good to be on the podium I was 
disappointed as didn't get to challenge for the win until the 
end. However, it is another podium and some good points in 
the bag. Furthermore, I moved up to 3rd in the championship 
and closed in on 2nd place.  
Overall the weekend was successful and it was nice to taste 
that champagne again.  
 

On the 7th of June myself 
and Team Appleyard 
Macadam will be testing 
at Snetterton. We will work 
through some different set 
ups on the front forks and 

get a race distance under our belts in preparation for round 
6 there.   
I am also looking forward to round 5 at Knockhill on the 16th-
18th June where I aim to clinch the top step of the podium.  
 
 A big thank you must go to all of my sponsors 

who make this all possible! 
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