
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Brands Hatch GP Round 7  

 

For Round 7 of the Superstock 600 championship we headed to the 

very popular Brands Hatch circuit. We were racing the full GP circuit 

which in my opinion is one of the best circuits on the calendar!  

 

Free Practice 1- With good 

weather set for the day we set 

out with a few things we wanted 

to try out with the bike. My crew 

chief Garry had been working 

hard building up to this round 

figuring out what set up we 

could start the day on which 

would not be far out. From 

Snetterton we learnt a few 

things, the main one being the 

bike works better with a longer 

wheelbase (length between 

rear spindle and swinging arm pivot). Therefore, the plan was to 

continue with a longer wheelbase. 25 minute session, this time I wanted 

lots of laps. I did 7 laps before making a stop. The bike was feeling 

good, handling well. One thing I did struggle with was the gearing; it 

was too tall meaning it wouldn't pull the correct revs in certain areas. 

After a quick pit stop we made some minor changes to the front end, 

this benefited me and I posted my fastest time of the session with a 

1:31:4. This put me 3rd at the end of the 25 minute session. However, it 

was really close and I was just 0.07 off of the fastest time.  

 

FP2- from FP1 we had learnt a lot. 

For this session we changed the 

gearing to give me more drive. This 

changed my gear pattern around 

a lap so I had to adjust to this. From 

the off it felt like a big 

improvement, but it took me 6 laps 

before it showed in my lap times. 

After lap 7 I made a pit stop to 

make a few changes to the bike, 

just to help it turn better. With 10 minutes remaining, I wanted to string 

some fast laps together to get an understanding of my race pace. I 

posted the fastest time of the session with a 1:30:9 and followed that up 
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with some times within a few tenths of that. So a productive FP2 which 

set us up nicely going in to qualifying.  

 

Qualifying- perfect conditions and 

25 minutes to post a fast lap. From 

the beginning the bike felt good, I 

used the first 5 laps to get up to 

speed before entering the pits for 

my new rear tyre. This then means, 

GO TIME! My confidence was high 

and I was ready to string some fast 

laps together. On my first flyer I 

posted a 1:30:7 then followed up by 

a 1:30:3. This was lots quicker than 

previous sessions. However, I felt as if 

I was losing time turning the bike, it 

felt lazy. With 5 minutes remaining I 

entered the pits, it was a risk, but 

one I was willing to take. With just a 

few turns of a screwdriver I was straight back. The bike was totally 

different; I banged in a 1:30:0 on the last lap. This was 0.2 of a second 

off the lap record! This was also good enough to put me on pole!  

 

Race- with a clear road 

ahead; it was all eyes on 

turn 1. The lights went out 

and I got a good start, 

leading on the exit of turn 

1. A few corners later, I got 

passed and then sat in 2nd 

place. After 3 laps I was still 

in 2nd but so close behind 

the leader I could feel the 

fumes from his exhaust on 

my neck. I was feeling 

good, stronger on the second part of the track so that's where I 

planned to make the move. I kept showing him a wheel to try and 

pressure him; it was an enjoyable race with good pace. The last few 

laps I found myself just struggling with a little rear grip, I lost touch 

slightly with leader, I was still less than second behind but not within 

striking distance. I settled for 2nd as it was a good load of points and 

another podium.  

 

I want that win so we have been working hard for Thruxton on the 4th-

6th of August.  

 

I hope to see you there, it is sure to be a great weekend! 

I must say a big thank you to all my sponsors 
for their support, it is hugely appreciated. 


