
DONINGTON PARK //
WORLD SUPERSPORT 
WILDCARD



Round 8 of the World 
Superbike Championship 
was headed to 
Donington Park were 
their series was to hot up 
before they head of to 
America for Laguna Seca!

 
For the Appleyard Macadam team and I, we were set of for a 
wild card appearance on the world stage where we were 
put to the test by world class teams and riders. For me this 
was a brilliant opportunity and one I will never be 
forgetting. Going into the weekend for me my only goal was 
to enjoy the weekend and take the most out of it. I knew if I 
had a solid weekend and everything went well there was a 
good chance of a top 10 result come the 20-lap race on 
Sunday.  

 
To start the weekend o� Friday was always going to be 
di�cult. With di�erent electronics and two 45-minute free 
practice sessions to set it up, we were up against it. Just to 
add to it we had also many di�erent options on our choice 
for the weekend. We had to choose from two di�erent 
compound front tyres, and we had two di�erent options on 
the rear.



Both the same compound but two di�erent 
sizes, either a 180 or 190. In BSB we normally use 
a 180. However, the BSB tyre is a harder 
compound. For FP1 we opted for the same 
compound front as I normally use and a 180 so 
we didn’t over complicate things as I had to 
�gure out the di�erent electronics more 
importantly. 

FP1 was successful, the electronics worked ok, 
but some �ne adjustment was needed. 11th 
fastest was a positive start to the weekend and it 
gave us some good motivation to make the bike 
better for FP2. The main area that I wanted to 
improve was the engine braking, this e�ects my 
corner entry which ultimately leads on to a�ect 
my corner exit. Therefore, this is crucial! With the 
engine braking adjusted for FP2 we also made 
some chassis changes. We lifted the front end 2 
mm as we had to much weight going through 
the front forks, and we also opened the 
compression to allow the bike to soak up some 
of Donington’s harsh bumps more e�ciently. 

A 45-minute session allowed me to do some 
longer runs and put some miles on tyres. 
However, it is always hard to race runs when 
you’ve still got areas to improve on the bike. 



With two stops throughout the session we managed to get the bike working well and I could feel a drastic improvement 
from FP1 to FP2. With the �nal 10minutes of the session remaining I got my head down and put some of my best laps 
together. A 1:31:9 concluded the session putting me 10th fastest to put a positive end to the opening day.  
 
FP3 was a short 20 minute to try any last little adjustments before a 25-minute qualifying just an hour and a half later. 
Unfortunately, a light shower before the session commenced meant it put pay to any dry track time leaving us to go out 
on wets and get a feel for the grip. The only thing to take away from this short session was that we learnt the track would 
dry quickly if we were to have any more rain over the weekend. 



2 minutes before qualifying the dark 
clouds from FP3 hadn’t really disappeared 
although the track was dry. I knew a quick 
lap early on was vital, I was �rst out the 
traps and cracked on straight away.  One 
rider come by on my second lap, it was 
obvious he had the same idea as me. 

Very light rain was spitting on my screen, 
so I knew it was well on its way. Just before 
the heavens opened, I managed to match 
what I did the day before with 1:31:9 
putting me 5th fastest. 

At this point it began to rain heavily 
enough that it a�ected track conditions 
and every rider entered the pits. The rain 
just got heavier and heavier, to the point 
were all the bikes were wheeled away and 
no one else went back out. 

To qualify 5th for my debut World 
Supersport race was a brilliant 
achievement. I timed it right and it payed 
o� which meant I had put myself in the 
perfect position to go with the top world 
class riders around me and learn as much 
as possible. 



A 20-lap race round Donington Park is tough for any rider, but I was ready and raring to go. Lights out, I got a perfect jump 
and charged into turn 1 holding my own and coming in 4th place hot on the heels of Jules Cluzel. All I could think about 
at this stage was hanging on the three lads in front of me and gain some world class experience from them. 

As the �rst 5 laps went by I was still hanging in there and posting some very fast lap, my best being a 1:31:4 which turned 
out to be 0.5 of a second o� the fastest lap of the race! Lap 10 and I could feel the drop levels dropping. But more 
annoyingly, I was beginning to struggle turning the bike followed by many front-end slides. This was I began to slip back 
and battle for positions from 6th-9th. 



Some enjoyable tussles but at this stage in 
the race it was really highlighted where 
the world championship bikes were 
stronger than mine. The main areas being 
the drive o� the turns. This is because they 
use a kit gearbox with di�erent ratio’s, 
whereas I was using a standard gearbox as 
we must use that at BSB. 

20 long gruelling laps complete and 9th 
place �nish saw me complete my �rst ever 
World Championship race and we 
achieved what we set out to do, a top ten 
result! 
 
With a full championship spec bike and 
more time spent doing race runs on those 
tyres I truly believe a top 6 result would 
have been possible. In addition, I 
thoroughly enjoyed my weekend and I am 
happy with my performance across the 
weekend. 
 
It is now full steam ahead for Snetterton 
on the 19th,20th and 21st of July where I 
have full focus on taking my �rst win the 
British Supersport class. 



ROUND 6 // 
snetterton

NEXT UP

THANKS 
FOR ALL 
YOUR 
SUPPORT!


